CHAPTER XXX

SURRENDER  OF THE  SPANISH  FORCES  AND   THE
ARRIVAL  IN NEW YORK

1898

THE Brooklyn rejoined the blockade off Santiago on the 7th
of July and in time to begin the bombardment of the city over
the cliffs at Aguadores, as requested by General Shatter and
directed by the eommander-in-chief on July 10th. Commodore
Watson, in the Newark, proceeded to Guantanamo on the 10th,
leaving the Brooklyn, Texas and Indiana. These vessels took
position off Aguadores and began a slow bombardment upon
the city, for the space of some two hours, but, owing to the fact
that some difficulty was had in getting back the report of the
fall of the projectiles, it was regarded as more prudent, in view
of the proximity of our army to the Spanish lines, not to risk
the possibility of our projectiles falling anywhere within the zone
of danger to our men.

The day following the New York and Brooklyn resumed the
bombardment with some good effect, as fires were reported by
signal to have broken out in several parts of the city. From
the correspondence then going on between General Shafter and
the Spanish commander it was evident that capitulation of the
forces within the beleaguered city was being considered, and this
led to truces now and then between the opposing forces, during
which all hostile operations were suspended.

As early as July 6th General Shafter proposed the forcing
of the harbor by the navy. Some correspondence occurred be-
tween Admiral Sampson and the commanding general of the
Fifth Army Corps as to the advisability of this step, which, as
appears, was referred to the President. At all events the fol-
lowing telegram, referring to such a movement, was sent to
Admiral Sampson: projectiles of one-pounder guns of the Spanish ships.
